World’s Religions – Chapter 7 Guided Reading Activity

1. “In the final analysis, ultimate reality is more like a person than like a thing, more like a mind than like a machine.” Do you agree? Is this what it means to believe in a personal God?
2. In the book of Genesis, God not only pronounces the world “very good” but gives human beings dominion over creation. Does Judaism encourage reverence for creation or encourage human exploitation of nature?
3. In spite of their divine origins, human beings constantly “miss the mark” and make destructive choices. Is “sin,” as Smith defines it, a useful construct or an accurate description of the human situation?
4. “The Ten Commandments constitute the moral foundation of most of the Western world,” says Smith. What is your opinion of the Ten Commandments? Are they absolutes? Minimal prerequisites for social order? Or merely (as some Unitarian Universalists say) “the Ten Suggestions”?
5. The Unitarian Universalist theologian James Luther Adams stated that religious liberals affirm the “prophethood of all believers.” What does it mean to be a prophet?
6. The prophet known as “second” Isaiah introduces the idea that suffering can be redemptive, a concept that is carried forward with even greater emphasis in Christianity. In what ways, if any, can suffering be a redemptive experience?
7. “Jews are united more by what they do than by what they think,” says Smith. Jews have no single creed. In what other ways are Judaism and Unitarian Universalism similar? In what ways are they different?
8. Has messianism—the hope for a God-appointed liberator or savior—been a positive or negative force in human affairs?
9. What might Unitarian Universalists learn from a deeper encounter with Judaism?

