World’s Religions – Chapter 6 Guided Reading Activity
1.  Huston Smith suggests that Islam is the most misunderstood of all the world’s faiths, at least for Westerners. Why would this be so?

2.  Smith suggests that because Islam taught “respect for the world’s incontrovertible order” it was a faith unusually welcoming to the scientific spirit. Does any one religion seem to you to be more in tune with scientific thought than others? Why or why not?

3.  The Koran was received by Mohammed during “trance-like states” in which he heard a number of voices taken to be angelic messengers. What do you make of “channeled writing” of this kind?

4.  “Muslims see monotheism as Islam’s contribution not simply to the Arabs but to religion in its entirety.” On what basis could you argue that monotheism represents a culmination or high achievement in human spiritual evolution?

5.  “Abraham is by far the most important figure in the Koran,” says Smith, “for he passed the ultimate test of willingness to sacrifice his own son if that was required.” Yet modern social workers might indict Abraham of child abuse, or worse. Is Abraham a paradigm of faith or a religious fanatic? 


6.  “Islam joins faith to politics, religion to society, inseparably,” says Smith. Can society be wholly secular or maintain itself without some common faith or religious reference point?

7.   The Koran does not teach turning the other cheek, or pacifism, but sanctions the use of force for defense and correcting injustice. Is Islam more real-istic in this respect than some other religions?

8.   Smith attempts to defend the status of women in Islamic society. Does he make his case? What are your feelings about polygamy (or polyandry)?

9. In what ways is Sufism different from, and similar to, other forms of mysticism we have encountered in Hinduism and Buddhism? Are all mystics describing a common experience?

10. What elements in Islam seem most and least compatible with Unitarian Universalism? What might religious liberals learn from a deeper encounter with Islam?  

