

Answer the following questions thoroughly in 3-5 complete sentences each.  Do not restate the question as your answer, be thorough, use specific examples, and do no use any text language.  You may use your textbook and the unit power points on the course Web site to assist you.

1. Judaism is both a religion and an ethnicity.  These aspects of Judaism take on heightened meaning in light of the historical persecution of Jews, Zionism, and the development of the modern state of Israel.  Explore the challenge of a Jewish state in the Middle East today.  What have been some of the difficulties Jews have faced as they sought to build a nation free from Anti-Semitism?  What challenges do they continue to face?
2. What is the significance of the term “covenant” in Jewish tradition?  What are the major covenants?

3. Discuss the evidence for the development of monotheism in Judaism, and ideas about God’s relationship with the people of Israel.

4. Discuss the origins of Zionism and the creation of the modern state of Israel.  What are some of the key topics debated within Israel today?
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