World’s Religions – Chapter 8 Guided Reading Activity
1. One of the notable aspects of Jesus’ ministry was miraculous healings and exorcisms. What is your opinion of faith healing?
2. Huston Smith distinguished “the historical Jesus” and “the Christ of Faith.” From your own reading, what is known about the historical Jesus?
3. The ethical teachings of the Christian Scriptures, for example, turning the other cheek, taking no thought for the morrow, and giving away possessions, are sometimes judged to be perfectionistic or incapable of fulfillment. Is the Sermon on the Mount a realistic moral guide or an impossible ethical ideal?
4. What is your understanding of the “Kingdom of God” that Jesus proclaimed? A place of psychic serenity? A human community of justice and equality? An otherworldly afterlife?
5. “We are given too few details to know exactly what happened after the crucifixion,” says Smith. What do you think might have happened?
6. What is the essential message of the “Good News” proclaimed by Christians? How does the “Christ of Faith” differ from the “historical Jesus”?
7. Christians, including Martin Luther King, Jr., Oscar Romero, and others, have tried to change the world through agape or unlimited, unconditional love. Do you share King’s belief that “unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality, that right, temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil triumphant”?
8. The notion of “sacrament” is woven into Roman Catholic theology. What is a sacrament? Are there sacraments within Unitarian Universalist worship and practice?
