The following is an excerpt from a 1998 letter by Osama bin Laden declaring war on America and his reasoning for it.  Read and circle all words or that you do not understand.
The Arabian Peninsula has never -- since God made it flat, created its desert, and encircled it with seas -- been stormed by any forces like the crusader armies spreading in it like locusts, eating its riches and wiping out its plantations. All this is happening at a time in which nations are attacking Muslims like people fighting over a plate of food. In the light of the grave situation and the lack of support, we and you are obliged to discuss current events, and we should all agree on how to settle the matter.

· Facebook
· Twitter
· Digg
· StumbleUpon
· Reddit
· Delicious
No one argues today about three facts that are known to everyone; we will list them, in order to remind everyone: First, for over seven years the United States has been occupying the lands of Islam in the holiest of places, the Arabian Peninsula, plundering its riches, dictating to its rulers, humiliating its people, terrorizing its neighbors, and turning its bases in the Peninsula into a spearhead through which to fight the neighboring Muslim peoples.

Second, despite the great devastation inflicted on the Iraqi people by the crusader-Zionist alliance, and despite the huge number of those killed, which has exceeded 1 million... despite all this, the Americans are once against trying to repeat the horrific massacres, as though they are not content with the protracted blockade imposed after the ferocious war or the fragmentation and devastation.  So here they come to annihilate what is left of this people and to humiliate their Muslim neighbors. 

Third, if the Americans' aims behind these wars are religious and economic, the aim is also to serve the Jews' petty state and divert attention from its occupation of Jerusalem and murder of Muslims there. The best proof of this is their eagerness to destroy Iraq, the strongest neighboring Arab state, and their endeavor to fragment all the states of the region such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Sudan into paper statelets and through their disunion and weakness to guarantee Israel's survival and the continuation of the brutal crusade occupation of the Peninsula… All these crimes and sins committed by the Americans are a clear declaration of war on God, his messenger, and Muslims. 
The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies -- civilians and military -- is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Aqsa Mosque and the holy mosque [Mecca] from their grip, and in order for their armies to move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and unable to threaten any Muslim. This is in accordance with the words of Almighty God, "and fight the pagans all together as they fight you all together," and "fight them until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in God."

Discussion Questions – Answer on a separate sheet of paper
1. Who do you think is bin Laden’s main audience in this letter?  Explain your reasoning.
2. Use two adjectives to explain the tone of this letter.  Cite evidence to support your reasoning.
3. Cite a piece of evidence to show that bin Laden is trying to bring religion into this conflict.
4. Most Muslims around the world who read this letter did not respond to his call to kill Americans, give three different reasons why you think that may be?
5. President Bill Clinton was the leader of America in 1998 when bin Laden released this letter.  If you were President of the United States at that time, how would you have replied to at least one of the accusations the letter makes about America and its actions in the Middle East?  
